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Introduction 

The purpose of this policy is to summarise the philosophy and ethos of Early Years 

education at Coddington C of E Primary & Nursery School, along with providing some useful 

information about our curriculum, pedagogy, environment and routines.  

We understand how important a child’s formative years are in establishing a life-long love of 

learning, and we endeavour to foster this within an inspiring, challenging and nurturing 

environment.   

“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil 

their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between 

birth and age five have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy 

childhood is important in its own right. Good parenting and high-quality early learning 

together provide the foundation children need to make the most of their abilities and talents 

as they grow up” 

(Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage, 2021). 

Vision, Values and Ethos 

Our whole approach at Coddington Primary & Nursery School is driven by our seven 
Rainbow Christian Values which are Respect, Happiness, Friendship, Honesty, Cooperation, 
Responsibility and Love, which together with our school motto ’Shining the Light of 
Learning’, helps to inspire the whole school, including our Nursery and foundation classes. 
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of the 
Reception year and is intended to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept 
healthy and safe. It promotes teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ 
and gives children the broad range of knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation 
for good future progress through school and life. Our Early Years Foundation Stage at 
Coddington Primary & Nursery School accommodates children from the age of 3 to 4 years 
old in Foundation 1 (Nursery) and 4-5 years old in Foundation 2 (reception).  

 

Aims 

• To provide a rich learning environment. 

• To support all our learners at a level appropriate to them. 

• To encourage exploration and curiosity in our children. 

• To develop children’s ability to talk about their learning. 

• To give children the skills to be independent learners. 

• To encourage children to have ownership of their learning. 

• To model and develop positive relationships.   
 
These aims are coherent with the overarching principles of the EYFS: 
 

• A Unique Child – developing resilient, capable, confident and self-assured individuals. 



• Positive Relationships - supporting the children in becoming strong and independent. 

• Enabling Environments - where opportunities and experiences respond to the 
individual interests and needs of the child by developing a strong partnership between 
practitioners, parents/carers and the child. 

• Learning and Development - An acknowledgement that children learn in different 
ways and at different rates. The framework covers the education and care of all 
children in early year’s provision, including children with special educational needs 
and disabilities. 

 

Curriculum - Intent 

Our Early Years team follow the curriculum as outlined in the 2021 Early Years Foundation 

Stage (EYFS) statutory framework document, which is available on the school website or to 

download at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-

framework  

We plan an exciting and challenging curriculum based on our observation of children’s 

needs, interests, and stages of development across the seven areas of learning to support 

the children to work towards the final Early Learning Goals at the end of the Foundation 2 

year. 

It is our intent that the children who enter our Coddington Early Years classrooms develop 

physically, verbally, cognitively and emotionally whilst embedding a positive attitude to 

school and learning. We believe that all children deserve to be valued as an individual and 

we are passionate in allowing all children to achieve their full, unique potential.  

 

Curriculum – Implementation 

In early years we follow our Coddington whole school approach to the curriculum. It is split 

into three distinct themes over the academic year: Discover, which has a history focus, 

Explore, which has a Geography focus and Create, which has an Art and design focus. Each 

term has an overarching question to provoke thought and wonder. Our curriculum 

overviews for both foundation 1 and 2 can be seen on our website in the year group pages. 

We also follow ‘Development Matters’ the non-statutory curriculum guidance for the early 

years to support the long term, medium term and weekly planning. Planning is supported 

through our progression maps documents which set out knowledge statements for all 

subjects from EYFS to year 6. Progression from nursery to foundation 2 is monitored and 

adapted throughout the year.  

Learning takes place through a balance of child-initiated play and adult led learning, 

including the direct teaching of reading, writing and maths. Daily opportunities are provided 

for children to consolidate their growing knowledge through high quality provision that 

promotes child-initiated learning along with enhanced and purposeful provision linked to 

our overarching question (topic). 



The EYFS is made up of seven areas of learning. All seven areas of learning and development 

are equally important and interconnected.  

There are three prime areas of learning:   

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

Communication and Language  

Physical Development  

There are four specific areas:  

Literacy  

Mathematics  

Understanding the World  

Expressive Arts and Design  

Children develop intellectually, creatively, physically, socially and emotionally. At Coddington 

we aim to develop the child spiritually through Bible stories, awe and wonder, prayer and 

reflection which confirm our Christian Rainbow Values. 

Characteristics of Effective Learning  

In addition to the prime and specific areas of learning, we strive for our children to develop 

effective characteristics of effective learning which will enable them to become learners for 

life. The EYFS includes the characteristics of effective teaching and learning, and teachers 

plan activities with these in mind. The characteristics highlight the importance of a child’s 

attitude to learning and their ability to play, explore and think critically about the world 

around them. The three characteristics are;  

Playing and Exploring – children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’  

Active Learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and 

enjoy achievements   

Creating and Thinking Critically – children have and develop their own ideas, make links 

between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.  

Children are provided with a range of rich, meaningful first-hand experiences in which they 

can explore, think creatively and be active. We aim to develop and foster positive attitudes 

towards learning, confidence, motivation, communication and physical development. 

Play in the early years 

Learning through play underpins our approach to teaching and learning in the Foundation 

Stage at Coddington Primary & Nursery School. We embrace the fact that young children 

learn best from activities and experiences that interest and inspire them to learn. In doing 

so we can provide children with stimulating, active play experiences in which they can 



explore and develop their learning and to help them make sense of the world. Children have 

opportunities through their play to think creatively and critically alongside other children as 

well as on their own. They can practise skills, build upon and revisit prior learning and 

experiences at their own level and pace. Play gives our children the opportunity to pursue 

their own interests, inspire those around them and consolidate their understanding and 

skills. The children learn to adapt, negotiate, communicate, discuss, investigate and ask 

questions. Our adults take an active role in child-initiated play through observing, modelling, 

facilitating, teaching and extending play, skills and language.  

Phonics and Reading 

At Coddington we use the high-quality accredited Read, Write Inc (RWI) scheme for daily 

discrete phonics lessons. The RWI phonics is an inclusive literacy programme for all children 

learning to read. Reading is a key priority for us at Coddington Primary & Nursery School and 

we feel passionately about improving reading outcomes for the children, along with 

developing an early love of reading and listening to stories.  

In nursery children are introduced to some of the Set 1 sounds and learn how to say the 

sounds and begin to write them when they are ready. They take home a bedtime story book 

every week to share with their families. We encourage the children to talk about the story 

and retell the main parts and to talk about the characters. 

In foundation 2 we emphasise the alphabetic code. The children learn sounds and the letter 

or groups of letters they need to represent them. This learning is consolidated daily through 

RWI sessions and in some cases, further small groups or one to one support. Pupils have 

regular opportunity to read high frequency words and common exception words. Books are 

closely matched to the children’s phonetic knowledge to ensure they are able to read 

fluently and confidently.  

Mathematics 

Nursery children are exposed to mathematics on a daily basis. They have an exciting maths 

area , along with counting opportunities and numbers throughout the indoor and outdoor 

provision. Children are encourage to explore loose parts, making patterns, sorting and 

counting independently. Foundation 2 follow the whole school ‘White Rose Scheme’ of 

Learning. We intend for all children to have a sense of enjoyment and curiosity about maths. 

We include rich opportunities for children to problem solve and develop their spatial 

reasoning skills daily through real life situations and quality provision.  

 

Curriculum – Impact 

Assessment 

At the start of Early Years, children are assessed to determine a baseline, or starting point, for 

their future learning. This is completed using the government NFER baseline test; however, 

staff at Coddington also make their own judgements based on the adults’ observations of 



children during activities and play and this data will be used to plan next steps for each child. 

Assessment information from previous nursery settings is also considered.  

The Development Matters guidance and Early Learning Goals provide the basis along with the 

subject progression maps (know that statements) for assessment throughout the Foundation 

Stage. Progress is monitored and tracked consistently through daily/weekly 

observation/activities and through Tapestry. The teachers and teaching assistants make 

regular assessments of children’s learning, and these high-quality observations are key to the 

assessment and planning cycle. Next steps for groups or individuals are planned in response 

to these. 

Once a term, staff assess the children based on practitioner knowledge and experience of 

progress in Early Years, formal assessments, progression documents and the necessary skills 

to work towards the Early Learning Goals. Any pupil who is not currently working at the 

expected level is offered additional interventions to support their progress and 

development. Assessments are recorded on Scholarpack and progress is monitored and 

analysed through pupil progress meetings with staff and the Senior Leadership Team.  

At the end of the year the EYFS profile provides a summary of every child’s development 

and learning achievements including whether they have reached a ‘Good Level of 

Development’ (GLD). Children are assessed against the Early Learning Goals (ELG) by the 

class teacher - who uses the exemplification documents, and their knowledge of the 

children to make a ‘best fit’ judgement. The children are assessed as achieving a 1 or 2 

against each area of the EYFS curriculum:  

2 = Expected ELG – meeting the expected level  

1 = Emerging ELG – not yet meeting the expected level  

Staff regularly undertake internal and external moderation to ensure accuracy of data. Staff 

attend CPD meetings and training through LA networks. 

This profile data is the statutory data that is sent to the Local Authority and used to help 

school benchmark and identify improvements. Parents/carers will be given information of 

their child's achievements in a written report at the end of the Summer term. 

At the end of each academic year the results for the foundation 2 cohort are analysed by 

SLT. This allows staff to reflect on any areas for development as well as to highlight trends 

and celebrate achievements.  

Environment 

Indoors: 

Our Foundation 1 unit (Nursery) is one large classroom building next door to the Foundation 

2 building. It has separate entrance doors for parents/carers to access and a door into the 

outside learning environment. The classroom is vibrant and exciting for the children to 

explore. 



Key spaces within the F1 classroom: 

• Home corner with kitchen and dolls 

• Reading area with sofa, teddy bears and puppets 

• Writing and phonics area 

• Maths counting corner 

• Art and Design areas with messy play 

• Small world and imaginative play  

• Construction 

• Sand and water area 

• Funky fingers (fine motor skills) area 

• RE reflection quiet area 

• Music and dance, yoga time 

• Pen  and dough disco (fine motor skills) 

Our Foundation 2 unit is a spacious, light, open plan area that homes two classes. However, 

we work very much as one unit, planning together for adult led lessons activities, 

continuous provision, enhanced provision, and outdoor learning.  

Provision is for use by all of the children across both sides of the unit. Staff teach, observe, 

and engage with the children in their play across the whole unit at various times of the day. 

This means that the staff team get to know all of the children incredibly well, which 

supports our nurturing approach to learning. 

Typically, our children will receive a daily phonics session and regular Maths and Literacy 

inputs. Sometimes these will take place on the carpet areas followed by an adult led activity, 

or with opportunities to continue their learning within the provision across the unit.  

Key spaces within the F2 unit: 

• Home corner 

• Themed role play area 

• Reading areas and nook 

• Writing areas 

• Maths area 

• Investigation area 

• Messy play areas 

• Art and Design areas 

• Small world 

• Construction 

• Sand and water area 

• Funky fingers (fine motor skills) area 

• RE reflection quiet area 

 



 When you step into F2 you will find children highly engaged in exploratory play. There are 

high expectations for all learners and encouraging independence is fundamental to our 

ethos. The children work collaboratively to challenge each other, alongside staff who 

scaffold their learning. We encourage children to communicate  with peers and adults as 

they investigate and solve problems.  

Both foundation 1 and 2 classrooms are language rich with a focus on key vocabulary to 

support communication and language skills. 

Outdoors: 

We are incredibly proud of our large outdoor area, which our children access everyday as 

part of free flow independent learning times, and for specific outdoor adult- led activities.  

We are in the process of developing this area further and have some exciting plans for 

September 2022, to embrace our lovely woodland area and develop a large mud kitchen, 

sensory area and forest style approach to learning outdoors on the timetable every week for 

all children in the early years. 

Key spaces that the children can explore outside: 

• Woodland and nature area 

• Wooden trim trail 

• Water play  

• Role play and drama, stage area 

• Games 

• Large sand pit area 

• Construction  

• Maths  

• Writing  

• Wheeled vehicles  

• Investigation area 

• Story time/reading  

We weave mark making, art, writing opportunities, and maths into all these areas and we 

have purposeful resource sheds that are readily accessible to the children to bring these 

areas of learning to life on a larger scale.  

Our staff engage in play with the children to support, model, scaffold and extend learning. 

Critical thinking and problem-solving opportunities are a key feature of our outdoor learning 

vision.  

 

 

 



Starting in Foundation 1 (Nursery) 

In Coddington Nursery we offer 15 hours (five mornings or five afternoons) and 30 hours 

provision. We provide breakfast and after school clubs for nursery children to support 

working families in our community.  

Parents and carers are invited in for a transition meeting with the staff. Children are then 

invited in with one parent/carer for stay and play sessions. This is an ideal opportunity for 

staff to meet the children and get to know them before they start nursery.  

Starting in Reception - Transition from F1 to F2 from other local 

Nursery settings   

We want to make this as smooth a transition into school as possible. The EYFS lead visits 

local nursery settings to find out information about children coming  into Coddington 

School. Professional discussions are held with each child’s keyworker. 

Children are invited into the school for two play sessions. The sessions are a good 

opportunity to mix with new friends, meet the staff and familiarise themselves with the 

learning environments inside and outside......especially the toilets!  

The EYFS lead attends the EYFS Newark forum meeting for discussions with keyworkers. 

Coddington Nursery children transitioning to F2 

Children that attend Coddington nursery regularly access the F2 classrooms for stories and 

play sessions during the summer term. The staff get to know all the children very well 

before starting in the reception classes. The nursery shares some collective worships with 

the reception children throughout the year, and are therefore familiar with the classroom 

layouts.  

We share relevant information before all the children enter school, this ensures 

parents/carers, support staff and the reception teachers work effectively together to 

support children’s learning and development and a smooth transition into full time school.  

 

Parent Partnerships 

We believe that all parents have an important role to play in the education of their child. 

We recognise the role that parents have played, and their future role, in educating the 

children. We provide every child in Early Years with a Tapestry account. This enables 

teachers to provide information on children’s experiences in Coddington school and 

Nursery, and parents can share information about their child’s experiences and 

achievements outside school. This information helps to build a well-rounded picture of the 

child for everyone. This online two-way communication tool enables our school to celebrate 

learning, progress, set home activities and provide feedback to parents and carers. Tapestry 

observations are carried out regularly in the inside and outside learning environments and 



saved in the child’s learning journal. Parents/carers are able to download the joirnal at the 

end of the foundation stage. 

Parents/carers receive information about their child’s assessment and formal parents 

meeting are offered twice a year, in the Autumn and Spring terms. At the meetings parents 

can speak with the teachers to discuss their child’s progress and development, their next 

steps in learning and to view their child’s learning journals and books. Parents are always 

welcomed to discuss their children informally at the end of the school day. An end of year 

report is sent out in July along with attendance, foundation 2 children also receive their 

Early Learning Goal data. 

 

Safeguarding and Well-Being 

A Coddington Primary & Nursery School it is important to us that all children in the setting 

understand how to stay safe. We aim to educate children on boundaries, rules and limits 

and to help them understand why they exist. We provide children with choices to help them 

develop this important life skill. Children are allowed to take risks but need to be taught 

how to recognise and avoid hazards. We aim to protect the physical and psychological well-

being of all children. All staff are aware of and follow our whole school safeguarding 

procedures. (See Whole School Safeguarding Policy on the website). 

We understand that we are legally required to comply with welfare requirements as stated 

in the Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage. We understand that we are 

required to:  

• Ensure that children are kept safe in education  

•  Promote the welfare of children.  

• Promote good health, preventing the spread of infection and taking appropriate 

action when children are ill.  

•  Manage behaviour effectively in a manner appropriate for the children’s stage of 

development and individual needs.  

•  Ensure all adults who look after the children or who have unsupervised access to 

them are suitable to do so.  

•  Ensure that the premises, furniture and equipment is safe and suitable for purpose.  

• Ensure that every child receives enjoyable and challenging learning and development 

experiences tailored to meet their needs.  

•  Maintain records, policies and procedures required for safe, efficient management 

of the setting and to meet the needs of the children.  

To ensure children are released safely at the end of the day, children will not be allowed to 

leave with anyone different to a parent/carer unless a message has been given verbally to 

the teacher or via telephone through the office. Any child that is uncollected will be looked 

after in school while their parent or carer is contacted. If contact cannot be made the 

secondary contacts will be contacted. 



Pupil Premium 

We ensure that we quickly identify children who are entitled to both Pupil Premium and Early 

Years Pupil Premium. Through our own baseline assessment, we ascertain any areas of need 

and how we can further support through specific resources, expertise or intervention.  We 

track children’s progress to ensure that they are making good progress and to ensure that support is 

adjusted to target specific areas as the child develops. 

 

SEND 

At Coddington each individual child’s needs and qualities are recognised and valued. Specific 

needs are met appropriately, showing an awareness of the individual’s stage of development. 

All our children are treated as individuals and have equal access to all provisions available. 

Assessments consider contributions from a range of perspectives to ensure that any child with 

potential special educational needs is identified at the earliest possible opportunity. Early 

identification of special needs is crucial to enable staff to support the development of each 

child. Staff may be aware of children with additional needs through their own observations, 

parental information or the involvement from outside agencies.  

We work with parents and preschool settings prior to entry, which helps us initially to get to 

know each child and the provision we need to put in place. Children with additional needs 

may require careful monitoring and extra help. An Early Years Support Plan may need to be 

put in place. Parents will meet with staff to discuss how this will look and will always be part 

of this process. A child may need to access additional learning programmes, carry out some 

specific activities, or meet with one of our specialist outside agency staff. At all times we will 

work with the parents and children to ensure good progress is being made. Concerns are 

always discussed with parents/carers at an early stage and further support can be accessed 

through our school Senco.  

Equality 

At Coddington C of E Primary School, we are committed to ensuring equality of opportunity 
for all pupils, staff, parents and carers irrespective of race, gender, disability, belief, sexual 
orientation, age or socio-economic background. We aim to develop a culture of inclusion 
and diversity in which all those connected to the school feel proud of their identity and 
ability to participate fully in school life. 
 
We tackle discrimination through the positive promotion of equality, by challenging bullying 
and stereotypes and by creating an environment which champions respect for all. 
 
At Coddington C of E Primary & Nursery School, we believe that diversity is a strength which 
should be respected and celebrated by all those who learn, teach and visit us. 
 
We provide all our pupils with the opportunity to succeed and to reach the highest level of 
personal achievement. We do this by: 



• Ensuring equality of access for all pupils and preparing them for life in a diverse 
society 

• Using materials that reflect the diversity of the school, population and local 
community without stereotyping 

• Promoting attitudes and values that challenge any discriminatory behaviour or 
prejudice 

• Providing opportunities for pupils to appreciate their own culture and celebrate 
the diversity of other cultures 

• Seeking to involve all parents in supporting their child’s education 
• Utilising teaching approaches appropriate for the whole school population which 

are inclusive and reflective of our pupils. 
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